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Outlines with Focal Sentences
What are the major things you have learned in college thus far?

2Set # 1


3Set # 2


4Set # 3


5Set # 4


6Set # 5


7Set # 6


8Set # 7


9Set # 8


10Set # 9




Set # 1

Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: College has been an educational experience for me, not just in classes, but in life as well.

II. English

A. Writing

B. Syntax

III. Calculus

A. Derivatives

B. Inegrals

IV. Programming

A. Variables

B. Loops

C. Methods

V. Web development

A. Dreamweaver

B. Fireworks

C. Flash

D. HTML

VI. Life Lessons

A. Living w/ strangers; getting to know them

B. Meeting new people

C. Money woes

VII. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: There are many lessons I have learned in college that I will never forget.
II. Procrastinating
A. In high school

B. In college

III. Saving money
IV. Conclusion


Set # 2
Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: Although college has taught me many important things, a select few stand out in my mind.

II. Procrastination/Time Management

A. Short Term Effects

B. Long Term Effects

III. Social Skills

A. Positive aspects

B. Negative aspects

IV. Responsibility

A. On your own/self dependability

B. Being able to ask for help when needed.

V. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: What I have learned from college thus far  originates from two basic areas: inside the classroom and outside the classroom.
II. Inside the classroom

A. Staying up late with work (organized)

B. Repetition is the key

III. Outside the classroom

A. Dealing with roommates

B. Learning about myself as a person

IV. Conclusion


Set # 3
Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: College is a great way to meet new people and learn more
II. Manage your time
A. Friends, games, parties, etc.

B. Homework / Study

III. Scheduling Class
A. Too early

B. Too late

IV. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: My first semester of college has taught me a lot.
II. Responsibility
A. School

B. Personal

III. Study Skills
IV. Respect

V. Conclusion


Set # 4
Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: College classes such as English, Human Services and Sociology have taught me important concepts and perspectives
II. English
A. How to write outside 5 paragraphs

B. Syntax

III. Human Services
A. How to be nonbiased

B. Steps in Counseling

IV. Sociology
A. How to evaluate a social issue

B. Sociological perspectives

V. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: The most important things I learned in college are that you must learn to be independent and it takes hard work to succeed.
II. Learn to be independent
A. Go to class on time every day

B. Keep yourself fed

III. Work hard to succeed
A. Studying

B. Do all homework and classwork

IV. Conclusion


Set # 5
Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: What I have learned in college so far is that it isn’t much different than my high school and that scheduling classes can be hard
II. Similar to high school
A. Long classes

B. Class size is about the same

III. Scheduling is difficult
A. Picking classes for the semester

B. My experience scheduling 2nd semester

IV. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: Coming into college was scary, but not being able to pass no matter how hard you work is even scarier
II. College is different from high school
A. More freedom in college

B. Away from family

C. Looked at as an adult

1. Make own decisions

2. Pay our own bills

III. Expectations of college
A. Younger siblings look up to you

B. Very time-consuming

IV. You have to earn your grade

A. You have to study in order to get even a D

1. High school you could wing it

2. High school teachers were more lenient

V. Conclusion


Set # 6

Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: I have learned many things in college so far, but some of the main things I learned are how to identify trees, how to do math better, and how to write better.
II. How to identify trees

A. How I learned

B. Types of trees I learned

III. How to do math better
A. Process I used to learn math

B. New types of math I learned to do

IV. How to write better
A. Ways I learned to write better

B. Ways I learned to better organize my writing

V. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: As a college Freshman I have learned three basic areas to enhance my ability to get good grades throughout my degree.
II. Basics of Civil Engineering
III. ENL 111
A. Enhance writing ability

B. Frames of reference

IV. Conclusion


Set # 7

Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: In college I have learned not only from the professor but from the experiences I have been through
II. From the professor”
A. English

1. Ethos

2. Syntax

B. Programming

III. Experiences
A. Parties

1. Alcohol

2. Marijuana
a. Advantages

b. Disadvantages

B. Time Management

1. Planning ahead

2. Last minute

IV. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: I have learned thus far in college things such as how to study effectively and when to ask for help with my work.
II. Study habits
A. How to pick out the important “stuff”

B. How long to spend on each study session

III. When to ask for help
A. Ask before you fall behind

B. Know what to ask

IV. Conclusion


Set # 8

Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: There are many things that I have learned in my first semester at the Pennsylvania College of Technology.
II. One of the first things I have learned is how to write a better essay from my English 111 class
A. Revising and editing

B. Writing to your audience

III. Another thing I have learned is how to use geographical survey equipment in my CET 113 class.
A. EDM’s

B. Automatic levels

1. Philadelphia red

C. Pacing and Taping distances

IV. The final thing that I have learned is how to better manage my time in order to get the most accomplished
A. Homework first

1. Procrastination hurts grades

B. Do homework before going home for the weekends

1. Won’t get done at home

V. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: Two of the many things I have learned in college are how to write a better paper and how much you study determines what your grade will be.
II. How to write a better paper
A. Narrow topic

B. Topic sentences/Focal sentences

III. Studying
A. More time better grade

B. Less time worse grade

IV. Conclusion


Set # 9

Which of the following outlines is better? Why?

	# 1
	# 2

	I. Intro & Thesis: So far in college I learned how to adapt to college life.
II. Education
A. Study habits/work ethics

B. Grade Point Averages

III. Peer Pressure
IV. New People
V. Conclusion
	I. Intro & Thesis: There are many important things that I have learned so far in college.
II. Important Things
A. What things I need to write a well written college paper

B. How to write a well written college paper

III. Other important things
A. How to take notes

B. How to form a good relationship with my professors

IV. Conclusion


